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Generous spirit in orchestra
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BY JACCB SISKIND -
Cltizon muske critic

The first thing you nolice at a concort
conducted by Franz-Paul Decker is the
cualily of sound the orchestra produces.
It is invariably warm. intense, flled with
rore inner vitality.

The next thing, nel quite so olwious,
is the way in which the music is
phrased. There are long singiog lines
that ebb and flow, that Huctuate in re-
sponse to the character of the music
being prosented.

That was evidenl in all of the selec-
tions in the orogram Decker is currently
offering with the National Arts Cenire
Orchestra in the NAC Opera. Whether
the music is by Saint-Saens, Sarasale or
Schumanu, there is a gencrosity of spirit
in the playing that speaks volumes

Decker is aiso prosenting the world
prewmiere of n work by Ottawa area com-
poscr Peter Paul Koprowski ai these
conrcerts and i Is typlea] that he has lav-
ished ag much stlention to detail in the
proparation of this new work as he has
in the more familiar selections he is of-
foving,

Konrowski's Sinforda Concertante was
Teommissioned by the NAC and is being
given morve than the traditional Grst per
formances. Decker will {ake the work on
g program when the NAC Orehest
tours southern Ontario in cavly March,
The work wlll be heard live in coneoyt
and is being broadeast by the CBC

The picece was composed @5 o
chalienge for the players, demanding the
utmost virtuosily of the winds aud a solo
string quartet. The playvers met these
challonges head on and made the most
of the opportunily.

" The work is in four contrasting move-
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ments, each substantially different from
{lie others. The moods range from quict
desperation to manie panic and explore
a mixlure of human cmoeotions, That the
picee ends without resolution is -repre-
sentalive of our time.

Scott St John was the soloist in two
familiar showpleces, the Saint-Saens [
troduction and Rondo Capriccioso and
Sarasate's Zigeungrweisen, He plays with
confidence aml e impressed tho audi-
onee. Deckor provided a selling of nma-
roon velvel on which the soloist cowid
cast his pearls,

Hut, it may ways, the Schumani Sym-
phony No. 3, The Rhenishi, was the musical
high point of the evening This igtie
least performed of the composer’s Jur
symphonies because il poses its intor
prefers so many protlems. '

Net the least of these iz the fourth
movement, originaily deseribed by the
composer as & “selemn ceremony” ancd
which has eluded most interpreters.
Deckor made this seclion one of e
focal points of his reading, adding
strengib heore rather than ihe tsual con-
fusiom.

The other movements unfolded with
rare elogiience,

The NAC Orchestra has rarely played
with greater intensily, greater Drecdom
and more supple phrasing

This was musie-making of au ovder

oo rarely encountered at conceits and

lhose who are o hear the repeat of the
program this evening have a real treif 1n
store,



